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Single Use Plastics
What can I do?

THE WORLD HAS a plastic pollution problem and it’s snowballing—but so is public awareness and action.

Each year, an estimated 18 billion pounds of plastic waste enters the world’s ocean from coastal regions. That’s about 
equivalent to five grocery bags of plastic trash piled up on every foot of coastline on the planet. All that plastic is causing harm 
to the creatures that live in the ocean, from coral reefs smothered in bags, to turtles gagging on straws, to whales and seabirds 

that starve because their bellies are so jammed with bits of plastic that there’s no room for real food.

New research is emerging apace about the possible long-term impacts of tiny pieces of plastic on the marine food chain—
raising fresh questions about how it might ultimately impact human health and food security.

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/2018/07/ocean-plastic-pollution-solutions/
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The Problem with Plastics
From the tiniest plankton to the largest whales, plastics impact nearly 700 species in our ocean

You’ve probably seen videos of these impacts first hand, like a sea turtle with a plastic straw embedded in its nose or a whale 
entangled in a fishing net, approaching divers that release it from harm. Some of these incidents have happy endings, but in reality, 

many more do not.

Plastic has been found in more than 60% of all seabirds and in 100% of sea turtles species, that mistake plastic for food. And when 
animals ingest plastic, it can cause life-threatening problems, including reduced fitness, nutrient uptake and feeding efficiency—all 

vital for survival.

Nick Mallos
“The tide of plastics entering the ocean can, indeed, be reversed.”

Nicholas Mallos
Director, Trash Free Seas, Ocean Conservancy

Every year, 8 million metric tons of plastics enter our ocean on top of the estimated 150 million metric tons that currently circulate 
our marine environments. Whether by errant plastic bags or plastic straws winding their way into gutters or large amounts of 

mismanaged plastic waste streaming from rapidly growing economies, that’s like dumping one New York City garbage truck full of 
plastic into the ocean every minute of every day for an entire year! And that much plastic is bound to have an impact on ocean 

ecosystems.
https://oceanconservancy.org/trash-free-seas/plastics-in-the-ocean/
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https://www.surfrider.org/initiatives/plastic-pollution
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Questions?

Stu Glass
sglass@indialantic.com

321 223-6650
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